
COURSE OFFERING 
Course taught by UF Faculty (UF GPA credit) 

ALS 4404 : International Studies (2 credits) 
 
Eligibility: Students must be in good standing with 

UF and have a GPA of at least 2.0 
 
Graduate students should contact the Program 
Coordinator for further information.  

 

Overview of Trip  
The Department of Family, Youth and Community 
Sciences in the College of Agricultural and Life 
Sciences in partnership with UFIC will offer a nine-day 
Spring Break program.  The program will take place in 
Belize, a small politically stable country situated just 
south of the Yucatan Peninsula. The focus of study will 
be on marine environments, tropical biodiversity, the 
past history of the Maya as well as the current human 
influences there.  

University of Florida reserves the right to make changes. 

UF International Center * 170 Hub * PO Box 113225 * Gainesville, FL 32611-3225 
Phone: 352-392-5323 x 700  *  Email: sas@ufic.ufl.edu * Web:  www.abroad.ufic.ufl.edu 

University of Florida Study Abroad  

UF in Belize (Spring Break)        

 

2010 Program fee:  $1,766  
 
Fee includes: All ground and boat transport in 

Belize, most meals, accommodations, field trips, 
entrance fees, guided tours and tuition for ALS 4404.  
Emergency medical assistance and international 
health insurance will also be covered in the fee. 

 
Round-trip air fare and personal expenses are not 

included. 

 
 

Students will snorkel and study the second 
longest barrier reef in the world while living on a 
12 acre island located directly on the reef. 
Explore other pristine marine habitats including 
grass beds, patch reefs and mangrove forests. 
Visit Mayan archeological sites with local experts. 
Hike jungle trails in search of howler monkeys,  
tropical birds and other wildlife. 
Experience present day Mayan culture with a visit 
to the Blue Creek Village  
Explore spectacular limestone caves used by the 
ancient Mayans.  
Snorkel a tropical river in search of freshwater 
fish. 

HIGHLIGHTS  

Contact Information:  
 

UFIC Study Abroad Advisor: Hernando Zambrano  

           hzambrano@ufic.ufl.edu     352-273-1506 
 
Program Coordinator:  Dr. Jerry Culen  

grculen@ufl.edu              352-392-2201 
Student Financial Aid:  
 www.sfa.ufl.edu      352-392-1275 



Transportation, Lodging & Meals  
 
Students will stay in cabins/cottages/dorms at the 
International Zoological Expeditions field stations  on 
South Water Caye and at Blue Creek Station. The 
accommodations are simple, safe and clean. 
Telephone access is limited.  All meals (with the 
exception of two lunches) are included in the cost of 
the trip. In country transportation will be by chartered 
bus and boats.   

Application deadline is January 20, 2010.  
Applications considered on space-available basis,  

so please apply early. 
For more information contact the Program  Leader 
Dr. Jerry Culen  grculen@ufl.edu  
 
Please apply online: www.abroad.ufic.ufl.edu  
 

Website: http://www.cals.ufl.edu/globalgators  

Application & Fees  
 

A $250 deposit towards the total program cost is 
required at the time of application. The remaining fees 
are due no later than 30 days prior to departure. 
Students receiving financial aid may defer payment 
until the disbursement of their financial aid. 
 

Not Included in the program fees:  
Round-trip airfare, airport departure tax ($39.25) 
additional personal travel and personal expenses.     

 

To request special assistance or accommodations, please contact 352-392-5323, or contact the Florida Relay System at 1-800-955-8771.   
Requests should be made up to 72 hours in advance. 

Financial Aid  
 

University of Florida students needing financial aid 
should apply through UF Student Financial Affairs 
(SFA).  Non-UF students needing financial aid must 
apply to their home institutions. As this program is 
offered during Spring semester, students may be 
eligible to use funds from Bright Futures towards the 
cost of the program. 

UF in Belize  
The trip will begin with a stay at the International 
Zoological Expeditions (IZE) facility on South Water 
Caye a beautiful private island  located on the edge of 
the barrier reef.  This area has been designated as a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site and is a Belize National 
Marine Reserve.  Directly from the islandôs beach we 
will snorkel to grass beds and patch reefs and take 
daily boat trips to visit other habitats including 
mangrove islands and the barrier reef itself  After four 
nights on the island, viewing sunsets over the Maya 
Mountains on the mainland, the group will venture 
inland to Blue Creek Station.  The group will hike 
approximately one third of a mile along a clear wild 
tropical river to a point where the Station and lodging 
are located.  This area will be our base site for the 
next four days of exploration.  Here activities will 
include caving, ethno-botany walks, birding hikes, 
jungle forays and more.  The site is located near Blue 
Creek Village, where we will visit with descendents of 
the Maya and experience their culture.   We will also 
visit a classic Mayan archeological site, Lubaantun, to 
tour some of the 11 major structures.  

Academic Credits  
 
This trip is a UF sponsored program and the two GPA 
credits can satisfy major, minor or other University 
requirements with prior approval.  Students will be 

required to attend a pre-trip session.    


